
The Caribbean is a region which is essentially
made up of the Caribbean Sea, the islands located
in this sea and also the North Atlantic Ocean and
the surrounding coasts.

The region is located southeast off the Gulf of
Mexico and the North American mainland, east of
Central America and north of South America.

It is situated on the Caribbean Plate which is an
area made up of more than 700 islands, islets and
reefs and they are usually regarded as a sub
region of North America and divided into 30 ter-
ritories which are: Anguilla, Antigua and
Barbuda, Aruba, The Bahamas, Barbados,
Bonaire, British Virgin Islands, Cayman Islands,

Cuba, Curacao, Dominica, Dominican Republic,
Grenada, Guadeloupe, Haiti, Jamaica, Martinique,
Montserrat, Puerto Rico, Saba, Saint Barthelemy,
Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Martin,
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Saint Eustatius,
Saint Maarten, Trinidad and Tobago, Turks and
Caicos Islands and the United States Virgin Islands.

The population of the Caribbean at one time was
around 750,000 before the Europeans arrived. It
grew when the West African slaves arrived who
were later followed by immigrants from Britain,
Italy, Netherlands, Portugal and Denmark.

By the 1800s the population was round 2.2 million
and by the 19th century as the Atlantic Slave Trade

01 Aruba is where Caribbean Stud Poker
was invented. Most of the casinos in
Aruba are located in the high-rise
resort hotels along Palm Beach, but
the Alhambra Casino is near the Divi
resort complex at Eagle Beach, while
the Crystal and Seaport casinos are in
downtown Oranjestad. A few of
Aruba's casinos are open 24/7, but in
general opening hours are 11 a.m. for
slots and 1 p.m. for table games. The
currency is the US dollar. Two of the
most spectacular casinos include the
island's largest, the Stellaris Casino at
the Aruba Marriott, and the
sophisticated Crystal Casino at the
Renaissance Aruba Resort. 
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Wishing you
were here?
We all associate the Caribbean with
sun-kissed beaches, idyllic holiday
retreats and clear oceans for the
scuba diving enthusiasts. It does,
however, also house a fairly lucrative
gambling market.



was ended the population then began to grow with
immigrants arriving from China and Indian.

Today the Caribbean is a mixed bag of nations and
has diversified greatly under Westernised influ-
ences. By international standards the Caribbean is
not rich in natural resources and the main indus-

tries comprise of fisheries, iron, nickel, petroleum
and timber. Agriculture today counts for less and
less of the GDP but does contribute to the domes-
tic food supply and employment.

Tobacco was at one time an important crop during
the colonial era but was taken over by sugarcane

as the region’s staple crop whilst Cuba and
Barbados were the main producers. Today tex-
tiles, electronics and clothing manufacturing are
key businesses plus oil production or refining for
several of the islands.

These days tourism is a key money spinner, and
even the smaller islands which have experienced
a slower growth, now welcome visitors to their
shores. In total the Caribbean saw around 25 mil-
lion visitors as year, an increase of 5.4 per cent
from 2011 figures. 

The region saw a sluggish 2008/09 during the
economic crisis but it is slowly returning back to
normal whilst visitor figures are the highest they
have been over the last five years. The overall
occupancy for the Caribbean increased by 7.1 per
cent whilst average daily rate went up 4.8 per
cent and total room revenues by 8.9 per cent. 

A total of one million land based visitors came
from the UK to the Caribbean last year a drop of 10
per cent from the previous year due to weak
European economies and high air fares. However
visitor spending is creeping up and last year near-
ly $27.5bn was spent by visitors to the Caribbean.

Some like the British Virgin Islands have become
a major offshore finance hub whilst Barbados is
noted for its highly trained workforce in the
financial world.

Today the current economic and political prob-
lems the islands face are common to all Caribbean
states. 

The first political regionalism was created in the
Caribbean Basin back in 1973 through the
Caribbean Common Market and Community and
today this serves to make Caribbean states active
participants in international affairs.

The gambling industry is a huge tourism pull for
many of the islands however only 15 of the 36
Caribbean nations have lawful gaming including
Barbados, Anguilla, St Maarten, St Kitts and Nevis,
Antigua and Barbuda, US Virgin Islands,
Dominican Republic, Jamaica, Puerto Rico,
Trinidad and Tobago, Guyana, St Lucia, Grenada,
St Vincent and Belize. 

Gambling in the Caribbean together with Central
and South America only makes up around 6.9 per
cent of the global gambling market. Typically
Caribbean casinos are part of a resort and reflect
the tourism objective. Here’s a brief overview of
four main gambling islands.

The gambling industry is a huge
tourism pull for many of the

islands, however, only 15 of the
36 Caribbean nations have
provision for lawful gaming.
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A total of one million land-based
visitors came from the UK to the
Caribbean last year, a drop of 10
per cent from the previous year.
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CARIBBEAN: Vital Statistics
Population: 39,169,962
Land Area: 2,754,000 sq.km
Languages: Spanish, English, French,
Dutch, Haitian Creole and Papiamento. 
Ethnic Groups: Afro Caribbean, European,
Indo-Caribbean, Chinese Caribbean,
Amerindians. 
Government: 
13 sovereign states and 17 dependent
territories.



Puerto Rico is an unincorporated territory of the
US and located in the north eastern part of the
Caribbean and found east of the Dominican
Republic and west of the US Virgin Islands and
British Virgin Islands.

The island is actually an archipelago which
includes the main island of Puerto Rico and some
smaller islands and is within the Greater Antilles
group which also includes Cuba, Hispaniola and
Jamaica.

It was originally inhabited by indigenous aborigi-
nal people and claimed by Christopher Columbus
for Spain during his second voyage in 1493 and
under Spanish rule was colonised for 400 years.

In 1898 Spain ceded the archipelago to the US as a
result of its defeat in the Spanish American War.
Puerto Ricans have had US citizenship since 1917
and since 1948 have also elected their own gover-
nor, although the nature of Puerto Rico’s relation-
ship with the US is an ongoing debate.

The islands have one of the most dynamic
economies in the Caribbean region and historically
relied on sugar cane. The last four years have been
slow and unemployment rose to 16 per cent and
now the economy is driven mainly by manufactur-
ing and the industrial sector followed by a strong
service industry and tourism. It has a lack of natu-
ral resources and depends heavily on imports.
However although the island is poorer than the

01 The nature of Puerto Rico's political
relationship with the U.S. is the subject
of ongoing debate in Puerto Rico, the
United States Congress, and the
United Nations. Specifically, the basic
question is whether Puerto Rico
should remain a U.S. territory, become
a U.S. state, or become an
independent country.[96][97] After
several failed tries dating back to
1967, Puerto Ricans voted for the first
time to become a state in 2012. The
plebiscite was nonbinding. 

02 The economy of Puerto Rico is
classified as a high income economy
by the World Bank and as the most
competitive economy in Latin America
by the World Economic Forum.
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United states 
of mind
Part of the United States, but without
most of the perks, Puerto Rico has
attempted to control gaming through
various zoning policies, but has largely
failed to keep in check the issue of
illegal gaming on the islands.



poorest state of the US compared to Latin America
it has the highest GDP per capita in the region.

Tourism has been a main money making industry
for Puerto Rico for decades and as no passport is
needed for American visitors it’s a big attraction
and easy for them to access.

The inauguration of the Condado Vanderbilt Hotel
in 1919 marked the beginning of upscale tourism
and today annually there are around 3.7 million
visitors who spend around $3.5bn.

GAMING
All casinos must be located in hotels by Puerto
Rican law and are a huge pull for visitors to the
island although it is said 90 per cent of casino
clients are actually locals. There are 21 casinos in
total open at the moment and the main large casi-
nos are found in San Juan and there are relatively
few in the south of the island.

The casinos are overseen by the Compañia de
Turismo and the Division de Juegos de Azar which
looks after the locations, taxes and regulates the
sector. Tourism is responsible for six per cent of
the island’s GDP.

The gaming law (Ley de Juegos de Azar Num. 221)
was initially introduced in 1948 and this states
that casinos can only be situated in hotels and the
specifics are then divided into three territorial
zones:

l Zone 1 – San Juan (not including the historical
zone), Carolina, Loiza and Rio Grande. In this zone
the hotel must have a minimum of 300 rooms and
total cost of project must not be less than $30m,
hotel must have a swimming pool or be near to the
beach.

l Zone 2 – Includes the rest of the geographical
area and territory not included in Zone 1 or 3. In
this zone the hotel must have a minimum of 200
rooms and investment cost of not less than $20m
It must have a beach or swimming pool facilities
and facilities can include golf.

l Zone 3 – This is the historical part of the city
and the international airport zones. In the histori-
cal zone hotels must have a minimum of 125
rooms and investment of not less than $10m.
Hotels in the airport must have 100 rooms mini-
mum and investment of $5m minimum.

Each operator will pay a certain amount for the
gaming franchise based on earnings. So for exam-
ple those with total gaming revenues of $25m pay
$50,000 annually for the franchise. Those with
$25-50m pay $100,000, those with $50m-100m
pay $150,000 and those over $100m revenues pay
$200,000.

Players must be over ages of 18 years.

Each casino can have 1.5 slots per player in pro-
portion to the number of playing seats at the gam-
ing tables up to maximum of six slots per player.

In August 2013 the proposal to legalise slots out-
side of casinos was defeated. The final version of
the House Bill 394 and 916 (Act 48) was signed
and this omitted any reference to introducing
VLTs and AEMs. The Bill had been a heated dis-
cussion for months.

The initial proposal was to introduce video lottery
slots in bars, shops and other areas in a bid to
stamp out illegal operations. If illegal machines
were eradicated the industry claims a further
$180m could be added to the revenues. The argu-
ment against however stated that if slots were
legally permitted outside of casinos this could
have a huge adverse affect on casino incomes.
Since 2005 casino revenues have dropped consis-
tently.

In a bid to reduce the government’s deficit
(around $35bn) the possibility of introducing slots
(House Bill 916) outside of casinos was discussed
at length and EMPRECOM (Empresa
Puertorriqueña de Recreacion Comercial), which
is a company managing the business of entertain-
ment machines on the island, fought against the
proposals. They claimed the bill, which would
permit a foreign company to operate the machine
halls, which would force many small and medium
businesses to close.

The idea was to regulate up to 20,000 slots in
small shops although some suggested an amend-
ment to permit them in ports and airports only. As
an example some 300 slots are operated at Luis
Munoz Marin Airport in Isla Verde privatised
through Aerostar Airport Holdings and produce
the treasury $12m per year.

Casinos are a huge tourism pull in Puerto Rico and
last year the government received some $61m
from gambling taxes which represents 72 per cent
of its revenues. 

At the moment illegal slots operate outside of the
gaming act rules and do not pay taxes or have
operating licences and also pay cash prizes which
is not permitted. Many players say they prefer
gambling in seedy bars on illegal video slots due to
the payout percentages which are substantially
higher than those in the casinos.

In a bid to reduce the
government’s deficit (around
$35bn) the possibility of

introducing slots outside of
casinos was discussed at length,
but EMPRECOM fought against

the proposals.
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03 In August 2013 the proposal to
legalise slots outside of casinos was
defeated. The final version of the
House Bill 394 and 916 (Act 48) was
signed and this omitted any reference
to introducing VLTs and AEMs. The Bill
had been a heated discussion for
months.

Tourism has been a main
money making industry for

Puerto Rico for decades as no
passport is needed for American

visitors to the islands.
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Although in August the House Bill 916 did not per-
mit slots outside of casinos it did however bring
some changes. Firstly the number of slots
machines allowed in casinos has been increased
to eight machines per player seated or standing in
proportion to the number of gaming tables.

The slot machine revenue distribution formula has
also been altered and now after the first $315m to
$495m the government will then retain 55 per
cent of the funds whilst the casinos retain 45 per
cent. The excess after the $495m is split 80-20 in
favour of the casino operator. Previously the casi-
nos kept 80 per cent after the first $315m.

Last year funds to distribute only reached $296m,
a drop of $19m from funds back in 2008.
Meanwhile the Internal Revenue Code was signed
in Act 40 which means a B2B tax will not be intro-
duced for the casino industry.

Ismael Vega of the PRHTA said: “Even though we
are satisfied with the accomplishment with the
intent to legalise slot machines outside of the casi-
no, the law does not look after the issue of illegal
slot machines. Our intention was to block the
Department of Treasury from continuing to issue
licences to operate entertainment slot machines.
This is a subject that we continue to follow up.

“We need to eliminate illegal slot machines so that
the money flows through the casino’s regulated
system. We need more flexibility in our operations
and that a model is adopted where weight is given
to those who exceed long scrutiny.

“The government intervention should occur only
when something is wrong and a sanction applies.
The government should not enter in the daily
operation and its business strategies. It is neces-
sary to promote strategies so the island could be
an ideal gaming destination and for more people to
travel to Puerto Rico to sponsor casinos.”

The PRHTA estimate there are 7,300 slots in casi-
no hotels and 25,000 more illegally operated slots. 

In 2012 slots generated revenues of $313m of
which hotels received $156m and government saw
$157 and the Universidad de Puerto Rico (UPR)
received $61m whilst the treasury received $24m.

This revenue is a drop of $1.8m from the previous
year which is attributed to the proliferation of ille-
gal casinos or slot halls. Apparently this has

caused some casinos to close including the Hotel
El Conquistador in Fajardo and the Gran Melia in
Rio Grande and Pichi’s Convention Centre in
Guayanilla.. The closure of El Conquistador meant
a loss of $900,000 in income for the government
plus a loss in room tax. Hotels with casinos pay 11
per cent room tax whilst hotels without casinos
pay nine per cent.

Ismael Vega president of PRHTA and also finance
executive at the Ambassador Condado says they
have laid off 30 employees and the casino indus-
try is going through one of its worst times with
lowest all time revenues of $19m.

Many illegal machines are made by parts smug-
gled into the island and whilst legal casinos invest
around $16,000 per slot machines and also obtain
permits, illegal machines cost as little as $2,500
each and owners keep 60 per cent of the profit
whilst the establishments hold 40 per cent.

Meanwhile there is just one thoroughbred horse
racing track in Puerto Rico – El Commandante, or
Hipodromo Camarero, as it has since been
renamed. Horse racing has existed on the island
since 1882 when the first racetrack was built in
Ponce.

There are 2,500 slots operated at the racetrack
and they say illegal machines are to blame for a
$58m loss over the last four years at the race-
track.

Last year tote betting operator Sportech did a deal
with Camarero racetrack to operate the island’s
first online gambling site called
ganadondesea.com. Sportech has supplied the
track with pari-mutuel technology for the last 20
years.

Many illegal machines are made
by parts smuggled into the

island and whilst legal casinos
invest around $16,000 per slot

machines and also obtain
permits, illegal machines cost as

little as $2,500 each.

The slot machine revenue
distribution formula has also
been altered and now after the
first $315m to $495m the

government will then retain 55
per cent of the funds whilst the
casinos retain 45 per cent.
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01 On July 25, 1898, during the Spanish–
American War, the U.S. invaded
Puerto Rico with a landing at Guánica.
As an outcome of the war, Spain
ceded Puerto Rico, along with the
Philippines and Guam, then under
Spanish sovereignty, to the U.S. under
the Treaty of Paris. Spain relinquished
sovereignty over Cuba, but did not
cede it to the US.



CASINOS
RADISSON AMBASSADOR PLAZA HOTEL &
CASINO is located in the heart of Condado. The
casino is large and has over 480 slots and table
games.

SAN JUAN MARIOTT RESORT & STELLARIS
CASINO is located in the heart of the hip Condado
district on Ashford Avenue and has 513 rooms. It is
situated right on the beach and has a beautiful
outdoor swimming pool and the hotel was reno-
vated very recently. The Stellaris casino is 12,000
sq.ft and has 454 classic European with slots and
table games and is said to be one of San Juan’s best
casinos. 

COURTYARD BY MARRIOTT ISLA VERDE BEACH
HOTEL is the sister hotel to the Marriott Resort &
Stellaris Casino. This one is located on the Isla
Verde Beach and has a 14,000 sq.ft casino with
400 plus slots and table games and is open 24
hours a day.

SHERATON OLD SAN JUAN is the largest hotel in
the old city and boasts its only casino. The casino
is 7,000 sq.ft and has over 350 slots and 10 table
games.

SHERATON PUERTO RICO HOTEL & CASINO is
the newest hotel located in the Convention Centre
District and also boasts a large casino which is
20,000 sq.ft in size with 423 slots and 16 table
games. Casino Metro is renowned for its entertain-
ment nights with live bands and is located very
near to the cruise ship dock in the old town and is
the only casino within the old San Juan city walls.

(HILTON) EL SAN JUAN HOTEL & CASINOwhich
is the granddaddy of all the casinos and at one
time was frequented by the a-list celebrities and
the original Rat Pack. The hotel is a blend of the
1950s and modern luxury and it has a lavish lobby,
lounge and bar area and the casino is 13,000 sq.ft
with 300 slots and table games. 

EMBASSY SUITES SAN JUAN is the closest hotel
to the major airport and right on the Isla Verde

PUERTO RICO
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01 The cost of living in Puerto Rico,
specifically San Juan, is quite high
compared to most major cities in the
United States. One factor is housing
prices which are comparable to Miami
and Los Angeles, although property
taxes are considerably lower than
most places in the United States.
Statistics used for cost of living
sometimes do not take into account
certain costs, such as increased travel
costs for longer flights, additional
shipping fees, and the loss of
promotional opportunities for
customers "outside the US.”
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beach. The casino is small and is a chain of hotels
marketed by Hilton Worldwide and is the only all-
suite hotel in San Juan. The casino is 7,800sq.ft
with bar and entertainment. There are 300 slots
and eight table games.

INTERCONTINENTAL SAN JUAN on the Isla Verde
strip in Carolina has a pool and beachfront access
alongside a casino with 241 slots and table games.

RITZ CARLTON SAN JUAN HOTEL is the Ritz’s first
casino and is very elegant. It is open 24 hours a day
and has 329 slots and several gaming tables.

FOUR POINTS BY SHERATON is located at Caguas
Real Hotel & Casino is a short drive from down-
town San Juan and has mountain views and tropi-
cal outdoor pool. There are 126 rooms and the casi-
no has 570 slots and 10 table games.

HOLIDAY INN & TROPICAL CASINO PONCE is
located near Mercedita Airport and is very budget
friendly. It has a small 9,900 sq.ft casino which has
332 slots and 10 table games plus bingo and raffles.

HILTON PONCE GOLF & CASINO RESORT is one of
the few casinos in the south of the island. It has a
golf course and beachfront hotel and is very close
to the city of Ponce. The casino has 347 slots and
table games.

MAYAGUEZ RESORT & CASINO is an independent-
ly operated deluxe hotel nestled in 20 acres on the
west coast town of Mayaguez. The casino is open
until 3am and has 364 slots and table games.

MAYAGUEZ HOLIDAY INN & TROPICAL CASINO
offers great attractions of the Porta del Sol region.
The 9,690sq.ft casino offers 372 slots and 11 table
games. It is open 24 hours a day.

WYNDHAM RIO MAR BEACH RESORT AND
COUNTRY CLUB is nestled between the El Yunque
Rainforest and the Atlantic Ocean and is a sprawl-
ing property with 600 guest rooms on 500 acres of
land which includes a stretch of beachfront, large
casino, and golf courses. The casino is 7,000 sq.ft
and open daily. There are 12 table games and over
150 slots.

EMBASSY SUITES DORADO DEL MAR BEACH &
GOLF RESORT is located in the small town of
Dorado and comes with a golf resort, spa and casi-

no. There are 174 rooms run by Hilton hotels. The
casino has 265 slots and table games.

LA CONCHA A RENAISSANCE RESORT is a luxury
resort located at the Condado oceanfront within
the district of Santurce in San Juan. The casino has
416 slots and two high-limit slot areas and 20 table
games.

RAMADA PONCE is located in the historic down-
town area of Señorial city. The hotel has 70 rooms.
The casino has 260 slots and table games.

WYNDHAM GARDEN AT PALMAS DEL MAR is
located in Humacao. The hotel has 107 rooms and
the casino here has 256 slots and table games.

CONRAD SAN JUAN CONDADO PLAZA is a Hilton
hotel and is the only San Juan hotel overlooking
the Atlantic Ocean and Condado Lagoon. It has a
salt water pool, fitness centre and 24 hour
12,500sq.ft casino with 362 slots and variety of
tables.

COURTYARD BY MARRIOTT AGUADILLA is locat-
ed on the west coast of the island and ideal for
business and leisure. The Ocean Casino features
321 slots and 12 table games and is open seven days
a week.

New developments include the Hyatt Place
Bayamon in Puerto Rico. Construction began in
March 2012 and it is due to open in January 2014. It
will be a 156 room hotel with an adjoining
11.500sq.ft Tropical Casino. 

Meanwhile Hyatt Place Manati and Casino is a 104
room hotel with adjoining casino of 10,000 sq.ft
being built in Manati, and is due to open in January
2014. This is being constructed on five acres of land
and will include meeting areas, fitness centre and
swimming pool.

PUERTO RICO
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02 One of the most significant
contributors to the high cost of living in
Puerto Rico is the Merchant Marine Act
of 1920, also known as the Jones Act,
which prevents foreign-flagged ships
from carrying cargo between two
American ports. Puerto Rican
consumers bear the expense of
transporting goods again across the
Atlantic and Caribbean Sea on US-
flagged ships subject to high costs.

PUERTO RICO: Vital Statistics
Capital: San Juan 
Population: 3,674,209
Land Area: 13,790 sq.km
Median age: 38.2 years
Tourists 2012: 3.7 million 
Currency:US dollar
Government: 
Commonwealth
Chief of State: 
President Barrack Obama 
Head of Government: Governor Alejandro
Garcia Padilla 
CASINOS: 21
SLOTS: 7,300
TABLE GAMES: Approx 300
ILLEGAL SLOTS: 25,000 estimated
REVENUE: $296m
RACETRACKS: 1
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Aruba is a fairly small island and is a self governing
member state of the Netherlands located in the south-
ern part of the Lesser Antilles and just 15 miles from the
coastline of Venezuela.

It was discovered by the Spanish is 1499 and then
acquired by the Dutch in 1636. It has a fairly stable
economy and unlike many other of the Caribbean
islands was never part of the sugar cane production
boom in the 17th and 18th centuries. The Spanish
claimed the soil was inadequate and instead the island
became known for its gold resources discovered by the
Dutch.

Gold flourished until the 1916 when it ran out and the
country then faced tough economic times. Today, the
biggest contributor to the Aruban economy is tourism
and offshore banking and since the 1940s the govern-
ment has tried to build the tourism sector and today
almost one million visitors come to the island each year
with 75 per cent from North and South America. Some
569,000 are cruise passenger arrivals.

The oil sector also played a huge part in Aruba’s past as
the island is very close to oil production hotspots and
the island was used as a base for refineries. Currently,
the main Aruban exports are animals, machinery, elec-
trical equipment and art.

Aruba seceded from the Netherlands Antilles in 1986
and became a separate autonomous member of the
Kingdom of the Netherlands. Movement towards inde-
pendence was halted in 1990.

GAMING
Gaming is legal in Aruba and is actually the island
where Caribbean Stud Poker was invented back in 1988
and today is often called the Las Vegas of the
Caribbean. 

Casinos in this country first opened in 1959 and today
there are 12 casinos. For a time gambling was the
island’s main attraction and the casinos are elegant and
large and offer table games and slots whilst some also
offer bingo and sports betting.

The sector is governed by the Comision Nacional de
Juego (CNC) and governed by the law Hazardspelen AB
1990 no GT 44. In February 2013 Colonel Danny Ferrer
was appointed as National Casino Inspector of the
National Commission of Casinos

The law gives the Minister of the Justice and Public the
right to authorise casinos which must be located in
hotels with a minimum of 250 rooms. The fee is
AWG2,500,000. Casinos open around midday and can
stay open until dawn and the currency used is the US
dollar.

Aruba is home to a family of five Divi Resorts which offer
accommodation along the beaches on the Aruba coast-
line. The island is also host for many professional poker
tournaments and houses slots from progressive jackpots
to nickel machines. The majority of casinos are located in
the Palm Beach area in the large resorts and also in
downtown Oranjestad. 

Stellaris Casino at the Aruba Marriott Resort and Crystal
Casino at the Marina Hotel are the only two casinos open
24 hours a day. Players must be over 18 years.

The control of the market is said to be ‘shockingly bad’ in

Casinos first opened in 1959
and today there are 12 casinos.
For a time gambling was the

island’s main attraction and the
casinos are elegant and large.
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The Las Vegas of
the Caribbean
Caribbean Stud Poker was invented
on Aruba and the island continues to
offer a rich diversity of gaming
opportunities and varied
environments.

01 Aruba has an exceptionally diverse
population, with more than 90
nationalities present. 

02 Aruba’s pristine, white-sand beaches
and calm turquoise waters are unlike
any others. TripAdvisor.com recently
named Eagle Beach one of the top ten
beaches in the world. 

03 Aruba is at the forefront of the energy
revolution. Ten large windmills line the
rugged eastern coast. Within 10 years,
100% of the island’s energy will come
from renewable sources.

04 |Aruba has a dry climate, with an
average of 82 degrees. Located
outside the hurricane belt with
constant cooling trade winds, Aruba
has more sunny days than any other
Caribbean island.
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some reports and there are certainly levels of corruption
and illegal gambling. Apparently the law states an
Aruban resident can only visit a casino eight times per
month maximum although whether this is actually
checked or implemented is another question.

Gaming tax is levied on the gross receipts from the gam-
ing operations of a casino which is four per cent month-
ly and this resulted in tax revenues of around US$12m in
2006. Slot revenue is determined at a factor of 1.55 times
slot win and outcome then taxed at four per cent.

CASINOS
ALHAMBRA CASINO is located in Oranjestad and was
opened 20 years ago and has been recently renovated
though remains under the same ownership. It is open
daily from 10am until 4am and there are 350 video
poker slots and multi game machines and traditional
reel slots and a range of table games. All games are TITO
operated and the casino is Moorish themed. It is man-
aged by Treasure Bay Gaming and Resorts which has
five casinos in the Caribbean region.

AURA CASINO is located in Palm Beach and was
opened 34 years ago. It is located within the Occidental
Grand Aruba all inclusive resort which offers 368 rooms
and suites, six restaurants and five bars. The casino is
open from 12pm for slots and 5pm for table games has a
Las Vegas style showroom for entertainment.

COOL CASINO is the latest casino and is located at the
Hotel Riu Palace in Palm Beach. It is open 10am until
4am. The slots operate with TITO and there are 200 slots
and 10 table games.

CRYSTAL CASINO is in downtown Oranjestad located
inside the Renaissance Aruba Resort (alongside the
Seaport Casino) in the Marina Tower which runs in con-
junction with the Seaport Casino. The resort offers 556
rooms whilst the Renaissance Mall and Marketplace has
over 100 stores. The casino has 420 slots and about 20
table games.

SEAPORT CASINO is situated in the Aruba
Renaissance Marketplace overlooking the harbour. It
has 356 slots and 14 table games in a 743 sq.m gaming
area. The Seaport also features one of a handful of
Sportsbooks and with eight screens.

EXCELSIOR CASINO is housed in the Holiday Inn
Beach Resort in Palm Beach and has been open for 30
years and offers Las Vegas style gaming with TITO slot
machines and 32 table games plus poker tournaments.
The resort offers 382 rooms and the casino opens at 12
noon with live horse racing simulcasts and sports bet-
ting. 

HYATT REGENCY CASINO at Eagle Beach is open
from 12 noon until 4am and the casino has 255 slots and

21 gaming tables. There are Carnival Rio style celebra-
tions and themes. The casino is operated by HGMI
Gaming which also operates nine casinos in North and
South America and the Caribbean including the Niagara
Fallsview Casino Resort and Casino Niagara.

PALM BEACH CASINO is situated at the Western
Resort in Palm Beach and has recently undergone a
$1.5m renovation. It was formerly known as the
Casablanca Casino at the Wyndham Aruba Resort.
American company Starwood Hotels & Resorts took
over the management in 2006. The new casino houses
220 slots, five Hyperlink machines, and several table
games. The new bar area now offers live entertainment.
The Western Resort has 480 rooms.

STELLARIS CASINO is the largest casino in Aruba and
is open 24 hours a day and located at the Aruba Marriott
Resort in Palm Beach. The gaming floor is 1,672 sq.m and
there are 26 table games and 522 slots with live music
throughout the week. There are also race and sports
kiosk for betting on sporting events.

RADISSON CASINO is in Palm Beach and houses 200
slots and video poker machines and various table games
plus the highly popular Ultimate Bet Poker tournaments
and annual Aruba Poker Classic Tournament. The
Radisson is located on a 15 acre resort which underwent
a $30m renovation in 2012 with new facilities. 

KEY LARGO CASINO BARwas opened in 2006 and is
the latest addition to the Gillmann Group and is located
in Oranjestad. It opens from 11am until 4am and has 100
slots and seven table games.

Gaming tax is levied on gross
receipts from the casino

operations which is four per cent
monthly and this results in tax
revenues of around US$12m.

ARUBA
G3-247 Report

ARUBA: Vital Statistics
Capital: Oranjestad 
Population: 109,000
Land Area: 180 sq.km
Median age: 38.6 years
Tourists 2012: 903,934 
Currency:Arubian Florin
Government: 
Parliamentary democracy
Chief of State: 
King Willem-Alexander (Netherlands) 
Head of Government: 
Prime Minister Michiel Godfried Eman 
CASINOS: 12
SLOTS: 3,394
TABLE GAMES: Approx 250
RACETRACKS:0
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Three’s a crowd
Three legal casinos must compete
with a host of illegal operations spread
across the islands, and while the
government was keen to expand
gaming with a national lottery, voters
in 2013 quashed the plans.
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The Bahamas consists of some 29 islands and 661 cays
and over 2,000 islets in the Atlantic Ocean north of
Cuba and Hispaniola and southeast of the US state of
Florida. It is part of the Greater Antilles along with
Hispaniola and Jamaica.

The capital Nassau is located on the island of New
Providence and the Bahamas territory actually incorpo-
rates some 180,000 square miles of ocean space.

Originally the Lucayan Indians inhabited the islands
when Christopher Columbus arrived in San Salvador in
1492. The Bahamas were Columbus’ first landfall in the
New World. The Spanish however never colonised the
area but they did ship the Lucayans to slavery in
Hispaniola. The islands were mainly deserted until
British settlements arrived on the islands in 1647 and
then they became a British crown colony in 1718. 

Independence from the UK was achieved in 1973 and
the Bahamas have prospered through tourism, interna-
tional banking and investment management. It is also a
major transit point for illegal drugs and smuggling illegal
migrants into the US.

Today the Bahamas is one of the richest countries in the
Americas. Tourism generates around half the jobs and
accounts for 60 per cent of the GDP.

Prohibition in the US was a godsend for the Bahamian
economy years ago as thirsty Americans travelled to
Nassau in their thousands and once this ended the
desire to develop the region for tourism began. Around
the time the Hobby Horse Hall race track was built in
1934 which has since closed.

There are around 5.1 million visitors to the Bahamas
annually of which almost 80 per cent are Americans
and the most visited islands are New Providence and
Grand Bahama which sees between them around four
million tourists each year.

GAMING
The Gaming Board for the Commonwealth of the

Bahamas governs the gaming sector and operates under
the Lotteries and Gaming Act Chapter 387 and the
Accounting and Internal Controls Regulations 1993. It is
headed by Chairman Andre Rollins.

The gaming board was established in 1969 alongside the
gaming act and there have since been many amend-
ments to the act including a 1978 amendment which
allowed the Hotel Corporation to be the only entity
allowed to grant a casino licence.

Today, casino gaming remains a special form of enter-
tainment aimed at the tourism market and there are
three casinos currently open. Players must be aged 18
years. 

There are several issues with gaming in the Bahamas.
Firstly it is only permitted for tourists. Locals, even resi-
dents with work permits, cannot gamble in casinos.

Many are calling for regulations which make it fair all
round and they want to bring all forms of gaming opera-
tions into conformity with the laws and this also
includes introducing a national lottery.

This has been talked about since the 1990s, but a refer-
endum was held in January this year and was rejected
by voters despite reports it could bring the government
an extra $20m in tax revenues.

The law banning Bahamians from casino gaming was
made in 1965 when it was also illegal for locals to work
at casino tables. The government later reversed this lat-
ter decision.

If the casino industry is modernised it is said The
Bahamas could see anything between $17m and $30m
in additional tax revenue plus further employment
opportunities. The Bahamas has not updated its laws
since 1969.

At the moment there are a reported 45 odd illegal gam-
bling houses in New Providence and 12 in Grand
Bahama, whilst is it said some $2m is gambled locally
and abroad weekly.

Meanwhile online gaming is not legally permitted
although Atlantis does offer mobile gaming and tourists
can play games on smart phones or tablet devices by
downloading Cantor Gaming’s application and inputting
a password and account information. This is the first
casino to offer such technology here.

The government has now drawn up a new legislation to
allow mobile gaming and sports betting in the Bahamas.
The Gaming Bill 2013 will replace the current 1969
Lotteries and Gaming Act and give the country a chance
to embrace tourism and take advantage of a very lucra-
tive market.

The Gaming Act will permit casinos to offer sports bet-

ting, in-play betting and online gaming, incentives for
junket trips plus iron out several other issues such as
removing prohibition on non Bahamian residents to
gamble. The act should be enacted by the end of this
year.

The Bahamas currently nets around $146m each year

01 There are 163 million Americans living
within 1,000 miles of the Bahamas
and the idea for a new gaming law
would cash in on those figures offering
visitors something more than sun and
sea. There are 276 flights to the
Bahamas each week and 18 of the 25
wealthiest US counties are within one
hours drive of an airport which has
direct flights to Lynden Pindling
Airport. The Bahamas could see a
minimum of 200,000 new tourists
annually if the casino law changes

THE BAHAMAS
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There are around 5.1 million
visitors to the Bahamas

annually of which almost 80 per
cent are Americans.

01 The Bahamas is one of richest
countries of the Caribbean. The Bahamas
has a GDP of US$9.093bn and a real
growth rate of 0.95 per cent. 50 per cent
of its labor force is employed with the
tourism sector. The unemployment rate is
7.6 per cent. Tourism is vital to the
economy of the Bahamas as it contributes
about 60 per cent of its GDP. Financial
services sector follows next by
contributing 17 per cent to GDP. The
financial sector of the Bahamas is
dependent on offshore banking. The major
bank of the nation is The Central Bank of
The Bahamas. Large scale agricultural
practices are rare and 80 per cent of the
food is imported. Agriculture and fisheries
contribute a mere 5 per cent to the GDP. 
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from its gaming industry with annual revenues per casi-
no reaching $48.6m on average. The government hopes
to now triple this figure and also increase the $15m the
government currently receives in taxes. Over the last
five years the Bahamian casino gaming gross revenues
had fallen by more than one third from $220m back in
2007. Although some of this is down to the recession the
bulk of the decline happened in 2008-09 when there
was a $50m drop.

The Bahamas is also still lacking an independent testing
laboratory, private salons for VIP gamers, liberalised
gaming credit and the enforcement of gaming debt.

There are 163 million Americans living within 1,000
miles of the Bahamas and the idea for a new gaming law
would cash in on those figures offering visitors some-
thing more than sun and sea. There are 276 flights to the
Bahamas each week and 18 of the 25 wealthiest US
counties are within one hours drive of an airport which
has direct flights to Lynden Pindling Airport. The
Bahamas could see a minimum of 200,000 new tourists
annually if the casino law changes

The first casino to open was in Nassau in the late 1920s

called the Bahamian Club which was followed by the
opening of a small casino on the island of Cat Cay. At the
time they were seasonal and frequented by tourists.

In 1964 the first major casino opened called The Monte
Carlo at the Lucayan Beach Hotel until it later closed in
1974. 

Meanwhile another casino called El Casino then opened
in Freeport in 1966 but then closed in 1978. It changed
ownership and until 1983 operated under the Grand
Bahama Management until Princess Casino Limited was
granted a licence to operate the facility. They changed
the name to Princess Casino and in 2000 it was pur-
chased by DVI Freeport Casino Limited and renamed
the Casino at Bahamia.

Meanwhile in 1967 Paradise Island Casino opened and in
1987 it was purchased by Donald Trump then resold to
Merv Griffin in 1988. In 1994 it was acquired by Sun
International and the name was changed to Atlantis
Paradise Island Casino

The Cable Beach Casino opened in 1983 and in 1988
underwent renovations and was then renamed the
Crystal Palace Resort and Casino. Many other casinos
have opened and closed over the years and at the
moment there are only three resort casinos now open.

Casinos have seen revenues decline over the last few
years. Crystal Palace saw revenues down by 18.5 per
cent to $22m in 2011. The Bahamas charges between five
and 25 per cent tax on winnings and takes around $15m
from the sector in taxes annually.

CASINOS
ATLANTIS PARADISE ISLAND RESORT AND
CASINO on Paradise Island is owned by Sun
International Hotels and is a mega resort with 2,300
rooms and also features a marine habitat with 14
lagoons and some 50,000 aquatic animals and under-
water ruins of the legendary lost city of Atlantis. The

The Bahamas is still lacking an
independent testing laboratory,
private salons for VIP gamers,

liberalised gaming credit and the
enforcement of gaming debt.

THE BAHAMAS
G3-247 Report
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casino has 850 slots and 80 table games. The casino is
open 24 hours a day. There is a Sportsbook and Race
Book and there is also a 67 foot long LED video wall plus
44 betting stations and six VIP betting stations.

WYNDHAM NASSAU RESORT AND CRYSTAL
PALACE CASINO in New Providence is owned by the
Ruffin Group and has 865 rooms and a 30,000 sq.ft casi-
no on the Castle Beach Strip which has 300 slots and 16
table games. It is also the first to operate a Sportsbook
and Race Book facilities in the jurisdiction.

RESORTS WORLD BIMINI on the island of Bimini
opened a few months ago (July 2013) by Genting in part-
nership with RAV Bahamas Ltd. Bimini is a small island
just 50 miles off the coast of Miami and at one time was
a hard to reach fishing village. The Genting Group has
invested at least $300m on Resorts World Bimini whilst
is also launched the Bimini Superfast cruise ship brings
players and more tourists to the island in just two hours
and offers day or night trips. There is a casino onboard
so players can gamble en route once three miles from
the Miami shoreline.

The Bimini Casino opened in June 2013 whilst an adjoin-

ing 350 room Luxury Marina Hotel is expected to be fin-
ished by Christmas alongside 50 luxury villas a month
or so later. They are located on a 700 acre plot in North
Bimini. There are also plans for shopping, restaurants
and nightclubs and the possibility of a second hotel.

The Hotel Corporation’s announced business tie up with
the new Bimini Bay Resort has been seen as further
interference by the government in the private sector
according to some reports.

The agreement with the Genting Resorts project means
the government is allowing the corporation to own and
operate the resort’s transportation and water sport
amenities.

The Bahamas Hotel Corporation Tourism Services
(Bimini) ltd was formed by the government in July 2013
and is a new transportation company to operate Resorts
Worlds Bimini Bay transportation and water sports
activities.

Meanwhile Treasure Bay Casino (formerly known as the

01 Queen Elizabeth II is the nominal head
of the Bahamas and is represented by
the Governor-General. The
government is a Parliamentary
Democracy headed by the Prime
Minister and his cabinet. There are 32
local governments in the districts
where elections are held every three
years. The Department of Lands and
Local Government formulates policies
for administration of the districts.
Individuals of the age of 18 and above
are allowed voting rights by the
Parliamentary Registration
Department. The Constitution of The
Bahamas was adopted on June 20,
1973 and enforced on July 10, 1973.

THE BAHAMAS
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The Bahamas Hotel Corporation
Tourism Services (Bimini) is a
new transportation company to
operate Resorts Worlds Bimini
Bay transportation activities.
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Isle of Capri) in Grand Bahama closed recently but
should reopen under new ownership early next year.
This casino has 35,000sq.ft of gaming area with 400
slots and 30 table games. 

In 2009 the government selected Treasure Bay Casino
and Resorts as the replacement for Isle of Capri. This
company is based in Biloxi in Mississippi and has casi-
nos also in Aruba, St Lucia and St Croix in the Virgin
Islands.

Meanwhile, the island has seen several failed projects
including the Ginn Versailles Sur Mer on Grand Bahama
island which came to a standstill. In 2008 Ginn, the pre-
vious developer, defaulted on a construction loan and
now leaves an infrastructure of utilities, canals, airport,
golf course and roads completed with no buildings. The
idea was to build a palatial $4.9bn development with
1,400 homes and 4,000 condo hotel units plus a 55,000
sq.ft casino.

However, on the plus side Baha Mar is a huge develop-
ment due to open in December 2014 and includes a casi-
no tower and as such will host the largest casino floor in
the Caribbean with 100,000 sq.ft of gaming area with

more than 150 table games and 1,500 slot machines.

The $2.6m mega resort looks set to compete against the
likes of Macau. Baha Mar’s Chairman Sarkis Izmirlian
says the resort will include four new hotels under a
number of prominent brands and will provide 2,200
hotel rooms, will have a 3,000 ft stretch of beachfront,
eco water park, golf course and convention centre. The
Baha Mar Casino and Hotel will be managed by Global
Gaming Asset Management

In addition, the Grand Bahama Port Authority gave pre-
liminary approval for a casino in May this year headed
by Bahamian investors. Lucaya Amusement Limited is a
group of three investors who want to build a $15m facili-
ty for slots, bingo parlour, food and drinks, nightclub,

beer garden and rooftop cinema. The investors hope the
facility will run in tandem with the reopening of Reef
Village which is run by Blue Diamond Hotels and
Resorts.

The casino would be 63,000 sq.ft and three floors with
400 seat bingo. The idea is to cater for locals if and when
the law changes to permit them entry. This government
meanwhile is also considering a casino license applica-
tion from a group of Bahamians for a New Providence
casino

Baha Mar is a huge
development due to open in

December 2014 and includes a
tower that will host the largest
casino floor in the Caribbean.

THE BAHAMAS
G3-247 Report

THE BAHAMAS: Vital Statistics
Capital: Nassau 
Population: 319,031
Land Area: 13,880 sq.km
Median age: 30. years
Tourists 2012: 5.1 million 
Currency:Bahamian Dollars ($)
Government: 
Constitutional parliamentary democracy
and Commonwealth realm
Chief of State: 
Queen Elizabeth II
Head of Government: 
Prime Minister Perry Christie 
CASINOS: 3
SLOTS: 2,150
TABLE GAMES: Approx 200
Revenue: $146m
RACETRACKS:0
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Sint Maarten is located in the Leeward Islands group
and in the southern part of the island of Saint Martin
(France) and lies east of the US Virgin Islands.

Although Christopher Columbus first came across St
Maarten back in 1493 and claimed it for Spain it was the
Dutch who occupied the island in 1631 and began to
exploit its salt deposits.

The Spanish retook over the island in 1633 and then
relinquished it to the French and Dutch who after major
conflicts finally divided it amongst themselves in 1648
so the southern part of the island is Dutch and the north
French.

Cotton, tobacco and sugar plantations became the core
elements and expanded African slavery during the 18th
and 19th centuries. The island’s economy declined until
1939 when it became a free port and tourism became in
the 1950s.

In 1954 St Maarten and several other Dutch Caribbean
islands became part of the Kingdom of the Netherlands
as the Netherlands Antilles. In 2000 a referendum voted
it was to become a self governing county within the
Netherlands. The change in status began in 2000.

Tourism is a key force in the economy with nearly four
fifths of the labour force engaged in this sector. The
island sees around 1.5 million visitors each year by

cruise ship and 500,000 via the airport with over 50 per
cent from the US.

All food is imported due to lack of agriculture and fish-
ing. Sint Marteen, however, has the highest per capita
income among the five islands which were formerly
part of Netherlands Antilles.

GAMING
Casinos have always been a huge part of the island’s
tourism industry and as such they have been permitted
to open under fairly lax rules. There are casinos
attached to hotels and other stand alone sites primarily
in Philipsburg which also serves the cruise ship market.

In 1995 when Hurricane Luis arrived there were 10 casi-
nos of which three were stand alone. Today there are
currently 14 locations. 

Although there is a mix of locals and tourists in the
casinos, back in the late 1990s there was a call to re-
look at the market and how best to proceed with new
gaming establishments.

A study was conducted and consultants focused on
issues such as capacity, expansion, fiscal impact,
licensing and internal controls. The study also called for
a Gaming Control Board to govern the sector after it
reported too many casinos and an uncontrolled sector.

The report showed that the government was not receiv-
ing its fair share of revenues compared to other competi-
tive destinations and administration and financial con-
trol issues needed to be addressed.

Following the report the government then published its
casino policy in 2011 under the title Rules of the Game.
Today the casino sector is not really governed but oper-
ates under the Ministry of Finance’s Rules of the Game
policy.

This stated that casinos should restrict local player
access to just four times per month maximum. This was
not, however, enforced and has left the government
wondering if there is really now any need for this to be in
place. The paper also introduced a maximum number of
casinos on the island and limited it to three stand alone
casinos in the capital which would be permitted to run
alongside the two current establishments, bringing the
total to five in the Philipsburg area.

Plus a further three more stand alone casinos would be
allowed on the ‘strip’ (Simpson Bay) in addition to the
two existing casinos already there bringing the total to
five in Simpson Bay area. There is also ceiling limit of 10
stand alone casino in total.

Meanwhile casino in hotels, which are part of hotel
developments, will need to be linked to those with at
least 200 rooms. They cannot be located 50m near to

SINT MAARTEN
G3-247 Report

Beachfront
real estate
Casinos have always been a huge part
of the island’s tourism industry and as
such they have been permitted to
open under fairly lax rules. 
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sensitive buildings such as churches and schools.

Minimum age is 18 years. There is still no gaming board
set up despite consistent calls. 

In March 2013 a draft budget was presented by the gov-
ernment and the 14 casinos now must contribute more
to the society and under consideration is a fixed fee per
table and per slot machine or a 10 per cent levy on pay-
outs.

The draft budget assumes a fixed fee which means the
casino will contribute some G7.5m to the state. The gov-
ernment aims to collect G1.8m in arrears from the casi-
nos.

Finance Minister Roland Tuitt is behind the plans whilst
the Casino Operators Association is emphatically
against the decision. Casinos do not pay turnover taxes
but monthly fees of G50,000 for tables and G10,000 for
slots.

CASINOS
ATLANTIS CASINO is located in Cupecoy and is a des-
tination casino with over 2,500sq.m of gaming and 400
slots and table games. It is open 24/7 and is run by the
Atlantis World Casino group which has four casinos on
this island. The group is a regional Caribbean operator
with eight casinos in total with four in St Maarten, three
in Dominican Republic and one in Curacao. They opened

the Atlantis in 1991 and this has become their flagship. 

BEACH PLAZA CASINO is owned by Atlantis World
Casino group and opened in 2001. It is located in
Philipsburg and has 150 slots and a sportsbook.

CASINO ROYALE is the largest casino on the island
and has 21,000 sq.ft of gaming with 21 tables including
roulette, black jack, craps and four varieties of poker
with an additional ‘high roller’ poker area and 413 slots.
It is located in Maho Bay opposite the Sonesta Maho
Beach Resort and opened 30 years ago and has around
350,000 visitors per year. For the last eight years the
casino has held a large poker tournament and this year
hosted the World Poker Tour.

COLISEUM is located on Front Street and has 11 table
games and over 300 slots and is operated by Princess
Casinos International.

DIAMOND CASINO is also located on Front Street in

Philipsburg and open daily until 3am.

SONESTA GREAT BAY BEACH RESORT is located in
Philipsburg and overlooks the Great Bay Harbour. The
Golden Casino is housed here which is a small casino
which has 84 slots and tables.

DUNES CASINO (Atlantis World Casino group) opened
in 2011 and is the latest of the Atlantis group’s casinos on
this island. It is located at Caravanserai Resort between
Maho Reef and Princess Juliana Airport and surrounded
by restaurants and night life. There are 200 slots and a
sportsbook.

PRINCESS CASINO PORT DE PLAISANCE is set in
tropical gardens in Cole Bay offering 88 suites spread
over three storey villas, yacht club, restaurants and a
12,000 sq.ft casino. It is one of the largest on the island
and has a second floor dedicated to nickel play, a private
VIP room and live shows.

WESTIN HOTEL is not far from the airport and located
at the Dawn Beach Resort and Spa and offers 310 luxuri-
ous rooms and 15 suites run by Starwood hotels. It is
located on beautiful beaches and has a casino on site.

ROUGE ET NOIR CASINO is found at St Maarten
Museum in Front Street, Philipsburg and has 130 slots
and 13 table games and open daily. It’s a small casino
with slots and table games and bingo.

JUMP UP CASINO is located at Emma Plein at the east
end of Front Street in Philipsburg. It opened in 2011 and
is themed after the annual St Maarten carnival called
Jump Up. It opens from 10am until 4am and has over 160
slots and video poker and bingo games.

PARADISE PLAZA CASINO (Atlantis World Casino
group) opened in 1998 and is situated in Simpson Bay
close to the large resorts and bars. It is open 11am until
3am and has slots and a sportsbook.

HOLLYWOOD CASINO is operated at the Simpson
Bay Resort. It is thought this will soon be closed and
replaced by hard rock casino. There is a Hard Rock Café
and Restaurant in St Maarten located in Front Street in
Philipsburg. Last year the Seminole Tribe owners of the
Hard Rock brand were talking with Simpson Bay Resort
in St Maarten about a takeover of the resort. There are
few details but it is thought Hard Rock will build a 150-
200 room hotel costs around $100m for the project.

TROPICANA CASINO in Cole Bay is open daily and is
12,000 sq.ft with 300 slots and table games, plus a 90
seat bingo area. It is operated by the Princess Casinos
International.

In March 2013 a draft budget
was presented by the

government and the 14 casinos
now must contribute more to

the society and under
consideration is a fixed fee per
table and per slot machine.

SINT MAARTEN
G3-247 Report

SINT MAARTEN: Vital Statistics
Capital: Philipsburg 
Population: 39,689
Land Area: 34 sq.km
Median age: 39.7 years
Tourists 2012: 2 million 
Currency:Antillian Guilder
Government: 
Parliamentary
Chief of State: 
Willem-Alexander of the Netherlands
Head of Government: 
Sarah Wesctott Williams 
CASINOS: 14
SLOTS: Approx. 3,200
TABLE GAMES: Approx 160
RACETRACKS:0


